[Biosynthesis of chromatin proteins in the thymocytes of irradiated rats].
Biosynthesis of chromatin proteins in thymus cells of irradiated rats has been studied. During the period immediately preceding DNA degradation, new proteins, which are not found in the chromatin of the control cells, are synthesized in the exposed thymocytes and enter the chromatin. Besides, the rate of biosynthesis of a large number of other chromatin proteins decreases. The data obtained indicate that interphase death of lymphoid cells is an active, genetically programmed process.